
T
he Pegula Ice Arena, located 
at the University Park campus 
of Penn State University, has 
quickly become recognized as 

one of the premier ice arenas in North 
America. This state-of-the-art facility was 
made possible through the generosity of 
alumnus Terry Pegula, and his wife, Kim, 
who contributed $88 million toward the 
construction of the arena. This monu-
mental gift was the largest philanthropic 
donation in Penn State’s storied history.

Pegula Ice Arena opened in the fall 

of 2013 with a capacity crowd of 6,370 
cheering on the Penn State men’s hockey 
team to a 4-1 victory over Army. 

The facility was transformational for 
both the Penn State men’s and women’s 
hockey teams as it enabled them to 
transition to the NCAA Division I level. 
The women now compete in the College 
Hockey America (CHA) Conference and 
the men in the newly formed Big Ten 
Conference, made possible with Penn 
State’s transition to Division I play. The 
landscape of men’s Division I hockey has 
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now changed and Penn State is excited 
to showcase this amazing facility on the 
national stage against the best programs in 
college hockey. 

Not only was the facility designed as the 
home of Penn State Hockey, the Pegula 
Ice Arena also utilizes its two NHL-sized 
sheets of ice to offer numerous programs 
and classes for the local community 
including Penn State students, faculty 
and staff. From figure skating and hockey 
classes, to development programs and 
community events, the Pegula Ice Arena 

is truly a multi-purpose ice facility. In 
November 2013, the arena hosted its first 
professional skating show, the Musselman’s 
Applesauce Family Skating Tribute, which 
was broadcast nationally on NBC.

Al Karosas, general manager of the 
Pegula Ice Arena, foresees even more 
events utilizing this tremendous facility in 
the future. 

“We hope to host NHL exhibition 
games, college and high school commence-
ments, trade shows and expos, and any 
other event that will serve the people that 
visit Central Pennsylvania and the campus 
of Penn State University,” said Karosas.

The arena features numerous ameni-
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FANS WILL ALSO 
NOTICE THE FOUR 
INTERACTIVE TOUCH-
SCREEN DISPLAYS 
THROUGHOUT 
THE ARENA THAT 
PROVIDE A UNIQUE 
WAY TO LEARN 
ABOUT PENN STATE 
HOCKEY, COMMUNITY 
PROGRAMS AND 
THE PEGULA FAMILY 
THROUGH VARIOUS 
PHOTOS AND VIDEOS.
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ties that enhance both the well-being of 
Penn State’s student-athletes, as well as the 
game-day experience for customers and fans. 
The 215,000-square-foot arena includes a 
5,000-square-foot weight room, a hydrother-
apy training room, a steam room, an XO’s 
video system and a synthetic ice RapidShot 
room. In addition, the facility has 10 com-
munity locker rooms and four officials locker 
rooms, not to mention the two state-of-the-
art varsity locker room suites for the Penn 
State men’s and women’s teams.

The glass exterior and open-atrium main 
entrance provide a unique experience the 
minute a fan walks into the Pegula Ice 
Arena. Many features of the arena resonate 
with the skating community, including the 
terrazzo flooring at the main entrance that 
resembles skate marks on the ice. Fans 
will also notice the four interactive touch-
screen displays throughout the arena that 
provide a unique way to learn about Penn 
State hockey, community programs, and 
the Pegula Family through various photos 
and videos. To add to the game-day experi-
ence, the varsity rink includes a center-
hung video board display with an LED 

lower ring, as well as LED ribbon boards 
throughout the main bowl.

The second level of the main rink 
serves as a tremendous premium seating 
area with 14 Luxury Suites, two Opera 
Suites, and a spacious Club Level that 

includes a networking space with a scenic 
view of Mt. Nittany. The Club and 
Mt. Nittany Room also serve as rental 
spaces for private parties, business meet-
ings and social events. 

Visitors to the arena for a Penn State 

THE ICE PLANT WAS DESIGNED 
SPECIFICALLY FOR THE ARENA TO ENSURE 

TERRY PEGULA’S DESIRE FOR THE “HARDEST, 
FASTEST ICE IN NORTH AMERICA.” 
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hockey game, or for the 
parents spending hours 
at a time in the arena 
for a youth hockey 
tournament, can enjoy 
the Subway Café, which 
is open daily on the 
main concourse. The 
café features views of 
the varsity and commu-
nity rinks, flat-screen 
televisions, electric fire-
places and even Auntie 
Anne’s pretzels!

Not only does the Pegula Ice Arena 
provide the best in modern amenities 
to the average consumer, it also has the 
most current technology and equipment 
to allow the facility to run as efficiently as 
possible. The lighting and sound equip-
ment enable the facility to operate at ideal 
levels based on what type of event is tak-
ing place in the arena.

The ice plant was designed spe-
cifically for the arena to ensure Terry 
Pegula’s desire for the “hardest, fast-
est ice in North America.” Desiccant 
wheel dehumidifiers and ventilation 
systems provide the optimal air tem-
perature and dew point to control 
the ice conditions throughout the 
entire year. 

Facility Coordinator Chris 
Whittemore could not be more thrilled 
with the operational aspect of the arena.

“Top to bottom, we have tremendous 
systems in place to give our teams and 
community customers the best ice 
possible,” said Whittemore.

The idea of Division I hockey and a 
multi-purpose ice facility had merely been 
a dream for many Penn State enthusiasts. 
After years of unsuccessful efforts, Terry 
and Kim Pegula enabled that dream to 
become a reality. The future is bright 
for Penn State hockey, and Central 
Pennsylvania now has a facility that will 
aid in the development of hockey and fig-
ure skating among the youth in the region. 

WE ARE … The Pegula Ice Arena! ✪

SPECIAL 
FEATURES:
Pro shop, 
Subway 
restaurant, Mt. 
Nittany Room 
and The Club.

( 325 IN COMMUNITY RINK )

S T A R  T R A I N E D  E M P L O Y E E S :  4

$155/hour

TENANTS: Penn State 
Men’s and Women’s 
Hockey Teams, Student 
Figure Skating Club, State 
College Youth Ice Hockey 
Association, State College 
High School, Penn State 
Figure Skating Club, 
Nittany Hockey League.

2013
YEAR OPENED

5,782 
SEATING CAPACITY

RINK BREAKDOWN

 215,000 SQUARE FEET

ICE TIME

TWO ICE SHEETS

Not only does the Pegula Ice Arena 

 215,000 

TENANTS:

$155/hour

TYPE OF RINK FLOOR 

CONCRETE

$155/hour
LIGHTING IN 
ARENA: Musco Sport 
lights in varsity; T-5 
fluorescent in community.

SKATING 
PROGRAMS: Penn 
State Skating School, 
Nittany Lion Hockey 
Development Program, 

Student Hockey League.

ICE RESURFACER: 
One 2013 Zamboni 540, propane; 
one 2004 Zamboni 552, electric. 

Penn State 
Men's Hockey 

Team

Equipment 
Room
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2
200' x 85'

NHL-size rinks

DASHER 
BOARDS BY 
ATHLETICA 
SPORT 
SYSTEMS.

HOSTED EVENT: 
The Pegula Ice Arena was 
the venue for Musselman’s 
Applesauce Family Skating 
Tribute hosted by Kristi 

Yamaguchi and 
Michael Weiss in 
Nov. 2013.FUN FACT:  The 

donation of the facility by 

Terry and Kim Pegula is one 

of the largest philanthropic 

gifts in NCAA history.

REFRIGERATION 
SYSTEM by Ice Builders.

Kristi 
Yamaguchi 

10 
COMMUNITY 

LOCKER ROOMS, 
4 OFFICIALS 

LOCKER ROOMS, 
2 VARSITY 

LOCKER ROOMS, 
ONE PARTY 

ROOM.
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